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Author’s note: It was my intention to make any difficult language definable through the context of the 

story. Of course, reading can be more fun when a student has knowledge of the difficult words 

beforehand. 

 

Vocabulary - Introduction 

 

roused panic  
Visigoth relished  
fateful considerable  
 

Vocabulary - Chapter 1 

 

shimmered unmistakably Vatican 
Colosseum Circus Maximus overeager 
gladiator observant inquisitive 
assumptions dictator Pantheon 
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 2 

 

legion authentic anxious 
fatigue chiseled shrine 
basilica counterparts  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 3 

 

courtyard serene Renaissance 
mosaic fascinated intricate 
frescoes podium archaeologists 
adjoining earthenware offset 
corridor menacing  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 4 

 

martyred cryptic  
cloister  pendant  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 5 

 

frantic governors Senate 
Consuls defiant onrushing 
halted astonished sacrifice 
tyrants divine mortar 
chuckle lag  
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Vocabulary – Chapter 6 

 

monastery applaud ambition 
retrieved excavation reconstruction 
legend glory clever 
bemused intriguing reputable 
thugs emphatically deliberative 
worthiness   
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 7 

 

status quo praetor artifact 
edifice forum descendants 
influential   
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 8 

 

excavation documentation legitimate 
wandering complex imposing 
stature observation self-conscious 
retrieved triumphal arch  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 9 

 

glorious honorable residential 
haven aqueduct  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 10 

 

garrison sacred landmarks 
hostage awe foundation 
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 11 

 

lingered persecution pedestal 
perilously intimidate palazzo 
inscription headstone monument 
plaque common disrepair 
altered mortar plastered 
eliminates magnify  
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Vocabulary – Chapter 12 

 

instinctively admiration wobbly 
conquest ironic lumbered 
bouts miscalculated elevated 
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 13 

 

exasperation scolded firsthand 
conviction Vatican  
 

Vocabulary – Chapter 14 

 

ceremony tomb airtight 
significant safeguarding continuity 
varnish   
 


